VILLAGE STRUCTURE AND BUILDINGS
1. Overview
The Parish of East Bridgford is rectangular in shape, approximately 2 miles by 1 Vi miles (an
area of 1950 acres), sited on a ridge of hills, which rise steeply to an elevation of over 100
feet above the River Trent. From early times to the present day, the river crossing has pro
vided the only "paved" crossing point between the two major towns of Nottingham and
Newark. The nucleus of the village has developed around the medieval square of the ancient
archery butts (hence Butt Close, still the village recreation area), which provides coherence
to the roads, footpaths and buildings, which have evolved over the centuries.
A comparison of the 1612/1614 Magdalen College maps with the Ordnance Survey map of
1950 indicates virtually no change in the road layout of East Bridgford. All buildings con
structed during this three century period were related to this road structure and any popula
tion growth was achieved by rebuilding on existing foundations or by 'in-fill' between exist
ing properties.
The 1801 Enclosure Award, apart from eliminating strip farming cultivation, did result in
five additional 'Bridle roads' outside the village nucleus:
•
Fossefield Road (now Occupation Lane), from Kneeton Road to the Newark turnpike;
•
Hoveringham Ferry Road (now Old Hill Lane), from Kneeton Road to the ferry,
•
Mill Close Road (now Closes Side Lane), from Straws Lane to the Newark turnpike.
•
Pinfold Lane (now Lammas Lane), from College Street to Kneeton Road.
•
Burrows Road, (the old Roman Streete Way), from Kirk Hill to Margidunum.
The Enclosure Award also established some 'Public footways' which became important
means of access and communication for future generations of village residents:•
to Bingham from Springdale Lane.
•
towards Car Colston from Cross Lane
•
to Kneeton from Hoveringham Ferry Road.
In total there are now more than 16 miles of 'Bridle roads' and 'Public footways' in the Par
ish, and the preservation of these has been highly valued by the residents.
In 1875 a toll bridge was built to replace the chain ferry across the river, which increased
the road movements through the village from the Fosse Way via Butt Lane, Main Street and
Trent Lane. In 1927, the building of the new Gunthorpe Bridge resulted in a new roadway
(now A6097) from the River Trent to the Fosseway at Margidunum. This by-passed the vil
lage and formed the southwestern boundary of the Parish adjacent to the Roman Streete
Way.
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The Census information of 1851 and 1901 reveals that during the second half of the 19"*
Century the number of dwellings in the Parish had reduced slightly from 235 to 220, but
with a very substantial reduction in population from 1155 to 756. Virtually no change in
population numbers occurred during the first half of the 20"^ Century but there was some
limited building activity, a few demolitions, and a net increase of 30 in the number of resi
dences.
In 1930, the Parish Council requested the Rural District Council to accept the need to pro
vide some residential dwellings in the village. A start was made in Straws Lane in 1932, but
was interrupted by the Second World War.
In 1950 the first major housing development (by the Bingham Rural District Council) her
alded the start of the construction of new access roads to 'greenfield' residential building
sites around the village nucleus. Over twenty new access roads were subsequently built dur
ing the second half of the Century, which - along with further 'in-fill' - resulted in a net
threefold increase in the number of residential households within the village, and a popula
tion increase from 777 to 1800.
Some restrictions on the pace of development were imposed by the publication in 1956 of
the South Notts Green Belt Sketch Plan, which placed the village firmly in the Green Belt
and constrained building development (other than agricultural) within an area known as the
'White Envelope' (see map). This has been implemented since 1961.
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In 1967 the Civic Amenities Act established "Conservation Areas", and 83 acres of the vil
lage nucleus were subsequently designated (see map). Buildings within this Area must con
form to a tighter plarming process including an extra hurdle called the Development and
Planning Sub-Committee of the Borough Council. Additionally, certain buildings within the
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village were classified as "Listed Buildings" which have statutory designations with legal
implications for owner/occupier and requiring special consent for any proposed modifica
tions. The nineteen East Bridgford listings are given in Appendix 2.
By the late 1960s the village sewerage system - built in 1936 - had reached its capacity,
which temporarily constrained residential development. Enlargement of the Sewage Works,
completed in 1974, enabled ftirther building activity to continue, and also resulted in the Par
ish boundary being realigned along the A6097 from Kirk Hill to Gunthorpe Bridge.
In March 1972, the Parish Council published "A Village Study", a detailed and wide ranging
report on East Bridgford, which made policy recommendations for a future plan for village
development. It expressed concern about the potentially unlimited choice of future building
locations within the village, and identified the necessity to set some limits on lateral expan
sion beyond the village nucleus. Preservation of the village character, open space, and com
munity spirit, was also considered essential, whilst encouraging good building design - local
harmonising materials, style, proportion, scale and 'space about'.
A suggested
"Conservation Area" was proposed within the Plan and this was later substantially adopted
by Rushcliffe B. C. following its formation in the 1974 Local Government Reorganisation.
In 1982 the Borough Council produced a South Rushcliffe District Plan which identified
proposed sites for future housing development within the village - in total nearly four acres.
These have subsequently been developed as Bridle Ways, Farm Close, Brooks Close, and
Straws Croft.
An opportunity arose in 1990 for the dualling of the A46 Fosse Way between Newark and
Widmerpool to become a reality, as this scheme was on the Government's National Trunk
Road programme. The initial Highways proposal was for an on-line route, but the detailed
scheme presented in 1993 for consultation was off-line between 'Red-Lodge' and south of
Saxondale. This created serious concern amongst some residents of East Bridgford and
Newton, and a "Fosse Villages Action Group" was formed to oppose the scheme. By the
time that the Highways Agency had prepared a revised detailed on-line scheme for consulta
tion, the Government no longer had the funds for the project, and it was withdrawn in 1996.
For the past 30 years there has been a steady stream of 'Studies' and 'Surveys' involving the
village. The latest Rushcliffe B.C. Local Plan issued in 1998 was required to accommodate
11,000 new dwellings in the Borough by the year 2011. The East Bridgford allocation is 75
dwellings. The Parish Council resisted because this requirement would need development
on Green Belt land, and the existing village infrastructure was already up to capacity. In the
meantime, the Local Plan is on hold pending a detailed analysis of the roads and railways in
frastructure, particularly between Bingham and Nottingham.
After pressure from the Parish Council over many years, the installation of traffic lights at
the Kirk Hill/A6097 junction made a vast improvement to traffic movement and safety into
and out of the village.
Overall, in spite of the major building expansion, the essential character of the road system
within the village nucleus has been maintained, with all four access roads still continuing to
provide pleasant approaches to the village.
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