PUBLIC SERVICES.
Trying to imagine the village as it was in 1900 is almost impossible to those of us brought up
with services and utilities we take for granted. Then there would have been the Church, the
Chapel, a few large houses and a couple of hundred small cottages arranged around numer
ous farmsteads and along "cottagers" road.
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when there was no organised fire brigade.

pg^^gstrjan pavement in the village, but the road^ay was not tarred.

Outside privies would have their night soil removed by the night-soil man with his horse and
cart as there was no sewage system and village ditches were often polluted from being used
as dumping grounds for rubbish. The village had a resident doctor, nurse and policeman but
travel to Newark or Nottingham would normally have been by walking to Lowdham or
Bingham to catch a train.
It is possible to trace the development of the public services through the minutes of the Par
ish Cotmcil (set up in 1894), and through the Village magazine. In some instances the people
of the village delayed the arrival of public services for, never having had them, they saw no
need for them and were certainly unwilling to pay for them.
By 2000 the village had been transformed. We had over 3 times as many houses, the farm
steads had been turned into housing and their activities moved outside the built-up area, and
most of the fields in the village centre had been built over. Cable television and "broadband"
Intemet access had still to arrive but a comprehensive range of modem services (gas, elec
tricity, water, mains sewage, and telephone) was available to virtually all properties. All
could receive radio, television and cell-phone signals, and many houses had satellite televi
sion receiver dishes.
The streets, and the roads leading into the village, were all paved and had storm drains. All
the streets within the village centre had electric lighting, which also extended to the en-
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trances to the playing field on Butt Close, and along several of the footpaths. Most of these
streets had pavements to separate pedestrians from the busy motor traffic - we were ap
proaching two motor vehicles per household.

Electricity and Street Lighting
In April 1901 the Parish Council signed the petition to Parliament in favour of the Derby
shire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power Bill but it took nearly 50 years before street light
ing was provided in the village.
In March 1902 the following proposal to light the streets was put to the Parish Meeting by
the Parish Council - " That the village be lighted by oil lamps fixed on posts or brackets
where thought equitable. It is suggested that they be providedfree of cost as a commemora
tion of the Coronation Year (Edward VII). That the annual cost of maintenance be defrayed
by a rate not exceeding three pence on buildings and levied on an area to be defined as in
cluding the village only. This would amount to about £26 which is thought sufficient to main
tain 24 lamps". The proposal was not carried.
Following this, matters seem to have gone into abeyance and lights from houses and shops
still provided lighting in the street for in 1916 the Parish Council requested that all shop
keepers take immediate steps to shade the lamps in their shops with blue or purple shades so
that no direct light whatsoever is cast into the street. The lighting regulations in the event of
an air raid were: 1) All householders are earnestly requested to have no lights outside and to shade lights in
their homes owing to the possible visits from zeppelins.
2) In the event of zeppelins coming near again, the Council will endeavour to give warning
by ringing the School bell. Every householder must then at once put out all lights and no
flashlights must be used in the streets.
3) The above regulations for private houses apply to public buildings.
The Great War also affected the coal supply to the village as in 1919 the Council protested to
the fuel overseer against the inadequate supply of coals under the rationing system as
many people do receive only a small proportion of the amount they are entitled to while oth
ers from other sources get their full allowance in advance"
In 1929 the Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power Company anticipated that they
would be in a position to deal with customers requirements for electricity in private houses
in October and enquired as to whether the Council had considered the advisability of utilis
ing the supply for street lighting. They must have included likely costs as a minute notes that
the Council considered ''that charges of7/6d (37p) for the quarter ending September 30"^ is
too much for the summer months when no light is required." In the event a supply to private
houses became available in the early thirties.
In 1937 there was a suggestion that street lighting be provided as part of the Coronation cele
brations of George VI but after a public meeting at which the majority felt that the mainte
nance charges would come too heavy on the rates the matter was dropped.
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In 1948 a public meeting was held and it was agreed that East Bridgford should adopt the
Lighting and Watching Act of 1933 and install six lights initially with the proviso that num
bers should be added to as necessity or circumstances warranted. At the annual Parish Meet
ing in 1949 further lamps were agreed to in order to support the general policy of the Minis
try of Transport in respect of distancing for automatic speed control to become effective. By
1952 the completion of the lighting scheme allowed the speed limit of 30 m.p.h. along Main
Street and Kneeton Road to be introduced.
In 1968 it was reported to the Parish Meeting '^that the Parish Council had most reluctantly
agreed to hand over street lighting functions to the Bingham Rural District CounciF.
Since then the responsibility has passed to Rushcliffe District Council with faults being re
ported directly to them and the Parish Council making suggestions for improvements.

Gas
A supply of gas did not reach the village until the gas main along the Fosse was laid in 1954
and the branch line came up Closes Side Lane. Some older villagers were reluctant to use
gas originally but it has now been in common use for heating and cooking for many years.
Natural gas replaced coal gas around 1974.

Water
The latter part of the 19'*' century brought about a greater awareness of the causes of disease
and the newly formed Parish Council canvassed the villagers in 1895 regarding the need for
a mains water supply.
At the aimual Parish Meeting in 1903 the Rev. A. Du Boulay Hill proposed that "as much as
the water supply of East Bridgford is insufficient and much of the existing supply unwhole
some this meeting requests the Parish Council to take the steps necessary for providing a

The water pump on the rear wall of the Methodist
Chapel, and the well in the yard behind the
Chapel both survived into the 21st century—
though not as prime supplies of domestic water
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