BUSINESS and OCCUPATION

During the twentieth century, East Bridgford has changed from a largely self-sufficient agri-
cultural village to a commuter village. Whereas villagers once worked and bought virtually
all of their goods within the village, the opposite is now true.

This chapter looks at how business and occupations have changed during the course of the
century in East Bridgford.

East Bridgford in 1901

At the beginning of the century, East Bridgford was in decline. Its four brickyards and malt-
ings businesses had closed. Consequently, the population had steadily decreased from a
peak of 1155 in 1851 to 756 by 1901.

Arthur Du Boulay-Hill' quotes an account from two elderly parishioners, Samuel Curtis and
John Dent at the turn of the century, referring to more prosperous times in 1837...

“Well Bridgford has gone down since them days! Why I remember back in the year the
Queen was crowned what a lot of work there was which has all gone now. First the malting;
though at that time men were mostly employed by the week from outside. There were four at
the old malt-house by the river, one at Poole’s, one at Matt. Millingtons, that’s six maltsters.
‘Then the four Brickyards, Potteries, Herod’s yard, Doncaster’s in Brickyard Lane, and the
Foss Yard, employed nine men and perhaps twelve lads. ‘Then the Boats; there were four
boats, belonging to W Haskinson", Mr. Millington, F. Poole, and J. Holloway, three men to
each boat; and later on three large gravel boats with five men to each, owned by R. Chap-
man, J. Hill, and W. Richardson. That's 40 men or more. Then there were the stockingers
with 2, 3 or sometimes 6 or 7 frames in a house worked by the family. I can remember five
stockingers on Cuttle Hill, with their song as they threw shuttle across;

Ray Rah, Rat-tat-tat tat,
Water porridge and hardly that.

There were seven more along Kneeton Road, three in Straw’s Lane, and Brown’s Lane, five
in the New Buildings, six in Main St. and Millgate — that makes 26 stockingers with three
frames in each house on an average, perhaps 80 frames at work. ....... Ah! There was a
very deal more going on in Bridgford then!”

Some things don’t change!

1 East Bridgford Notts. The Story of an English Village A Du Boulay Hill

*+ Haskinson is the name appearing in quotation, however, a village family name was Huskinson
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The 1901 census, although not an exact representation as it only records the residents and
visitors residing in the village at the time of recording, provides evidence of the early domi-
nance of agriculture within the village.

Of the 226 male inhabitants listed, 18 were farmers of which 3 additionally list themselves as
butchers, 1 a blacksmith (Straw), 1 a builder (Turner) and 1 a publican (Green). There were
83 men employed in agriculture, predominantly as ‘ordinary agricultural workers’, waggon-
ers and stockmen. There were also 8 ‘general workers’. In addition, there were 18 market
gardeners, 11 gardeners (either jobbing gardeners or employed in domestic service) as well
as 3 coachmen and 2 grooms.

Of the professional/white collar occupations there were 2 clerks in Holy Orders, 4 male
teachers (of which 2 were pupil teachers) and one police constable, surgeon, bankers clerk,
Prudential Insurance Agent, auctioneer and valuer, estate agents clerk, solicitors clerk, lace-
curtain designer and cricketer.

Two males were listed as ‘living on own means’ and 13 had retired.

The village had numerous tradesmen. There were 4 publicans, 6 butchers and an apprentice
butcher (including the 3 jointly listing farming as their occupation), 3 grocers, 2 bakers come
grocers aided by 3 apprentices and 1 ‘breadmaker’. Also a fish hawker, 5 shoemakers and an
apprentice, 1 newsagent, 2 tailors and a draper’s assistant.

Additionally there was a plumber and decorator served by an apprentice, a stonemason’s la-
bourer, joiner, carpenter, corn miller, miller (millwheel grinder), corn merchant, threshing
machine contractor and a saddler. There were 2 market carriers, 4 boatmen, 5 bricklayers
and 5 blacksmiths.

Of the 118 females giving occupations, 18 were ‘living on own means’ and 2 had retired.
Domestic service dominated with 56 females falling into this category with occupations
ranging from kitchen maid to housekeeper. Additionally, there were 3 sick nurses, 2 domes-
tic nurses, 4 charwomen, 2 laundresses and 1 governess. There were 8 female school teach-
ers including 2 pupil teachers and 2 music teachers.

Another 11 ladies were occupied as dressmakers, besides one each as a seamstress, a plain
sewer, fancy draper and one lady specialising in ‘plain and fancy sewing’.

Finally there were 5 assistant grocers/bakers, 1 subpostmistress and 1 farmer’s daughter.

East Bridgford in the first half of the Twentieth Century

During the early part of the century, along with agriculture, craftsmen and tradesmen formed
the backbone of village life. Businesses were small, often a craftsman aided by an appren-
tice. Craftsmen worked from outbuildings adjacent to their homes or plied their trade from a
converted front room. This was the era of ‘living over the shop’.
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Businesses supported the agricultural base of the village and provided essential goods and
services for the village folk. Although there were far fewer houses than today
(approximately a quarter), there were many more businesses.

The workshop of Reuben Morris, the cob-
bler, by the entrance to Butts Close off
Brown’s Lane

The village was alive with activity. Born in
1908, Sylvia Fisher (nee Mason)?, recalled
her childhood memories of East Bridgford

“When I was a child, there were at least
three cobblers in East Bridgford and many
were the happy hours I spent in their shops.
One would give me bits of leather and old
tools and there I punched and crimped pat-
terns to my heart’s content. One white-
bearded old man was a shoemaker, and, in
his little shop, we would examine his huge
collection of lasts. Some were peculiarly
shaped to fit his lame customers. He
would fit everyone up with well-fitting hand
sewn shoes. On a frosty day we would edge
our way into the smithy’s heat and noise, to
watch the sparks flying, and smell the
singeing hooves. Sometimes we might peep
in at one of the four bakers at work, draw-
ing the sweet smelling crusty loaves out of
the huge oven on their long ‘peels’ or
kneading dough until it squeaked for mercy.
Sent with messages to the carpenter or
wheelwright we would linger to watch the

shaping of the wood under their skilled hands or play with the aromatic shavings. The vil-
lage also boasted a plumber, glazier and whittaw®. The latter was always impecunious and
would ask the farmers for an advance payment to buy leather for the repairs to their har-
ness, but, alas, this money would often be spent at the nearest public house. Several dress-
makers and a tailor also plied their trade.... One of the dressmakers also acted as midwife,
nurse and was also much in demand to help with the pig killing. *

With no bus service and a carrier service restricted to Saturday and Wednesday, daily access
to Nottingham and Newark was by train from Bingham or Lowdham. This necessitated a
walk or cycle ride to the respective railway stations unless one was wealthy enough to own
one’s own horse and trap or hire a carriage. Consequently, most of the working population

found employment within the parish boundary.
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A Tour of the village during the first half of the century
) L7 NAET N | Kirkhill

At the beginning of the century it was customary
for the first house on the periphery of the village to
be occupied by the police constable. Thus, in
1901, Samuel Beardsley, the police constable lived
in the first semi-detached house on Chapman’s
Corner (1). Next door was the home of Mr Tho-
mas Watson, the chimney sweep (2).

Adjacent to the church, The Old Rectory (3) was
the home of the Reverend Arthur Du Boulay-Hill.
Behind, Bridgford Hill (4) was the home and busi-
ness base of George Beaumont and Son F.S.C.,
land agent, surveyor and valuers. Successive gen-
erations of the Beaumont family were Secretary to
the Gunthorpe Bridge Co in its early years. The
company was responsible for the 1875 Toll Bridge
until the opening of the new bridge and A6097 by-

pass in 1927. The bridge also provided occasional work for village labourers, replacing the
wooden planks of which it was constructed.

Trent Lane

By 1900, the wharf, situated at the bottom of Trent Lane (5), was in decline. At this time,
gravel and coal were the only commodities handled in any quantity. Joseph Chapman, and

John Huskinson both had coal merchant
businesses delivering coal from the wharf.
Coal was hauled up Trent Lane by horse and
cart to Joseph Chapman’s yard, now No.4
‘The Cottage’ (6), where it was weighed on
the weighbridge and bagged up into sacks.
A ‘gear horse’ was hitched up at the start of
the steep incline to aid the two horses pull :
the laden carts. Once at the top, he was ‘ ,
given a drink from one of the two water — T
troughs set in the churchyard wall and ridden ' -

down the hill to await the next load. One of  Joseph Chapman’s Yard, with the ‘Gell's Coal
these troughs can still be seen. Whart' sign prommant

By the 1930s, increased public and private transport had created a hitherto unknown tourist
trade by the River Trent. At one time it was nicknamed ‘Skegness-on-Trent’. With the ad-
vent of motorised transport, a Charabanc used to bring day-trippers to Gunthorpe at week-
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ends. During the late 1920s, overlooking
the Trent on the site of ‘Bridgford
Court’ (7), a series of wooden chalets were

built as holiday accommodation for town |

people wishing to get away for the week-
end. Mr and Mrs Townsend opened a tea-
shop in their home, a red brick building
covered with advertising hoardings, on the
site of ‘Kasserine’ (8). Many were tempted
by the sign ‘Teas with Hovis’.

Kneeton Road

In 1900, at the top of Trent Lane, known as ‘Church Corner’ the drapery shop (9) belonging
to Frederick Sharp stood along side the bakery and grocery shop (10) of Charles Millington.
Both remained as retail outlets until recent times. The latter remained as a grocery shop until
1965. The former has had a more varied history. It was soon taken over by Mrs Elizabeth
Wilks. During the 1920s, Mary Dexter and Gertrude Moore added a haberdashery business.
Under their management it became the Post Office (1921-1941). Meanwhile Fredrick Sharp
remained as the assistant overseer, tax collector and clerk to the parish council until the

1930s.

5 Walking along Kneeton Road, just past the

* school stands ‘Ivy Bank’ (11). At one time

this was a hat shop, displaying its wares from

i a large window facing the road. Opposite,

amidst the labyrinth of Cuttle Hill Cottages

' (12) lived the market carrier, Mrs Mary Ann
. Smith, Mr Selby the cobbler, the Ingram fam-

ily who were painters and decorators during
the 1930s and 1940s and Nurse Pike, fondly

' remembered by many villagers.

' Hackers Close (13) was the location of Delia
% Hayday, the first ladies hairdresser to be listed
% in Kelly’s Directory (1936 edition). At first,

% the business was located in a wooden hut in

.4+ stands The Reindeer Pub (17).

what is now the builders yard belonging to
Oglesby’s. Later, it relocated to the front
room of No. 47 Kneeton Road.

Opposite Browns Lane, on Kneeton Road,
Just below,
‘The White House’ (14), was once ‘The

' Plough and Harrow’, a beer house run by the
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beer retailer, shop keeper and farmer, William Green, at the turn of the century. This later
became a tearoom, used by school children from outside the village, who, before the intro-
duction of school dinners, supplemented their packed lunches with soup, boiled eggs and co-
coa. Audrey Metcalfe recalled her schooldays in the 1920s... “Tommy Lewis used to collect
us from Kneeton every morning on his bus. We would stop at the White House and leave an
uncooked egg with our name on. It would always be cooked for us at lunchtime ™

In 1901, sandwiched between the two pubs, set back from Kneeton Road on Dovecote Close,
was Euerby’s Smithy (15). Soon to close, its last patron was Mrs William Euerby. During
the Second World War, David Simpson (Sub Postmaster 1941-1948) ran the Post Office
from a wooden hut (16) at the end of Dovecote Close.

By 1928, adjacent to ‘The Plough and Harrow’ lived the shoe repairer, Charles Hobbs. Be-
yond Brown’s Lane, 22 Kneeton Road (18) became the site of E Hunt and Son, coal mer-
chant and hauliers from 1922-1993.

Finally we come to ‘Bead Cottage’ (19), built during the late eighteenth century as a frame-
work knitters workplace. It took its name from its later trade, making ornaments and beads
from the satin-spar gypsum mined in the village. Arthur Du Boulay-Hill' recounts the tale of
a previous rector discovering souvenirs made in East Bridgford for sale at Niagara Falls...
When invited to buy ornaments of ‘petrified spray’, he asked where it was produced, and
was informed that it came from a place in England called Bridgford. “And so do I”, he said,
quite proud of his little parish.

Main Street

Stretching along the length of Main Street were a plethora of small businesses. Just beyond
‘Church Corner’, on the left stood ‘The Mason’s Arms’ (20). Bill Widdison recalls.... “On
a Saturday night, there was nothing for us
teenagers to do. So, the landlord let us play
darts. Mind you, we were not allowed any
sort of drink!” The Mason’s Arms was
converted to a dwelling in 1952. Next to it,
as today, stood ‘The Royal Oak’ (21).
James Lodder had become the publican by
1912, combining this with his builders busi-
ness which later relocated to Kneeton Road.

Taking a detour along Millgate, the Mill

T , (23) continued as a working corn mill until
Opposite the Royal Oak stood the Mason’s Pea 1910. Its two millers this century were

Factory which operated in the ‘Old Maltings’ (22)
between 1922—1957. At its height the business ~ Stokes Gregg followed by Robert Barlow.

lery and narrowly missing the miller.

o T & 4 e 350 1

East Bridgford Notts. The Story of an English Village A Du Boulay Hill
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In 1911 Mr Hassall purchased the Mill and Mill House (24). The mill soon fell into disre-
pair. Mr Hassall continued as a corn merchant and market carrier and, within living memory
can still be remembered using the winch mounted on the Main Street end of Mill House to
haul goods into the loft. Millgate was also the home of Edwin Fox, the village threshing ma-

chine contractor. R

————————

Returning to Main Street, on the right hand side were the businesses
of John Mason, butcher (25) and John Pickford, butcher and carriage
proprietor (26). In those days, animals were herded directly from
the village farms and slaughtered in the slaughterhouse behind the
shop. The latter business remained in the family until 1967. A
bull’s head can still be seen on the wall denoting the butchery.

Opposite, in what became known as The Masons Yard (27), behind
Leigh Bank house, the 1901 census records the home of Richard
Green, the village plumber and painter. He appears in Kelly’s direc-
tory as a plumber and painter until 1925.

Haycroft Cottages, which stood at the entrance to ‘Haycroft Way’, housed a number of busi-
nesses during the first half of the century. In 1901, the Post Office, run by Caroline Mee
(28), was situated here. Incidentally, her husband was a professional cricketer. Mr Thomas
Simpkin, a retired police constable, took over as Sub Postmaster 1902-1904. The position
was taken over by Alfred Simpkin (1908-1909), a role he combined with a stationery and to-
bacconist business. Incidentally, he also published a series of postcards of East Bridgford
between 1904-1906. Later, his daughter Emma Simpkin added a drapers business that was
taken over by Mrs Mabel Green. Haycroft Cottages were also a good place to get an ice
cream, Mrs Thornton used to make and sell ices from her cottage door. This was also an
early site for the greengrocery business of Robert and William Jones before they relocated to
Church Corner.
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During the 1930s, from a cottage adjacent
to the Haycroft (29), Mr Frank Oliver
Green and his wife sold fish and chips.
However, they were equally well remem-
bered for their Autumn trade of fireworks
which proved popular with the village
youths. Later, Mr Green’s sister, Mrs
Sellers, took over his shop and enlarged it,
opening a haberdashery business. Follow-
ing her retirement the shop reverted to a
fish and chip shop. Mr W Lodder installed
a new range, selling both wet and dry fish.
The business was subsequently taken over

by Mr G Ellis, who continued the fish Haycroft Cottages— site of several businesses

business, adding a fruit and greengrocery over the years. Demolished in the 1960s to make

room for Haycroft Way and 2 new shops, one of
round. Subsequently, the shop became a which was the Post Office in 2000.

ladies hairdresser’s.

Across the road, No 31 Main Street is believed to have been the home of John Walker and
Son, the village saddler during the 1920s.

In 1901 grouped around the junction of Walnut Tree Lane and Main Street were the bakery,
grocery and carriage proprietor business of Robert Jones (31), the butchery and slaughter
house (32) belonging to John Wilkinson (later owned by Fosters) and grocery business of

John Clegg (33). This latter business was
taken over by Harold Pick in 1913 and re-
named the Universal Stores. Next door, The
Old Post Office (34) become the village Post
Office between 1948-1993 (Sub Postmasters
were Thomas Caldicote, Albert Lodder and his
son, Ian). The building behind was at one time
the base of Bob Mills, the coal merchant. At
various times it also housed a cycle business,

54 = photography business and tearoom (known as
The Universal Stores in the 1920s ‘The Blue Room”) and ladies hairdresser.

Living in Holly Cottage (35), next to the Village Hall car park was the wheelwright, Jona-
thon Barnes. By 1908, William Sharman had taken over the business. He was also a car-
penter and the village undertaker. Ruth Curtis (nee Pick), living opposite as a child, remem-
bers him well .... “When people died, Mr Sharman would visit the home of the deceased to
measure up for the correct size of coffin. He would then work all through the night, banging,
hammering and sawing until the coffin was made in time for the funeral. His wife used to
help him with the glue pot, finishing off the inside. On the day of the funeral, Mr Sharman
would load the coffin onto his bier, don his top hat and frock-coat and set off with a huge
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screwdriver (used for sealing the coffin lid) protruding from his coat pocket. On passing his
house on the way to church, he would unceremoniously toss the screw-driver over the gar-
den fence. He was a fearsome sight to us young ones’.

Albert Boyce, by 1922, had set up his grocery shop (36) in the front room of his house next
door to the Village Hall. Helped by his wife and family, he would bake bread early in the
morning in the bakehouse behind the shop as well as currant buns and jam tarts. Orders
placed by customers in the morning were delivered by Les Hand later in the day with his
pony and trap. His round extended to many of the surrounding villages.

In 1901, Ernest Coville, the tailor was working from his home in Prospect Terrace (43). A
few years later, he moved to the newly built Melton House (37), adjacent to the forge on
Main Street where he worked until his early death in 1931. Clustered around the junction of
Main Street and Brickyard Lane were the smithy operated by Chris Bateman (38), the cord-
wain” business of John Leek (39), and Bullers’ carrier business (40). The Bullers family
continued to operate as carriers in the village until the 1950s.

Incidentally, it would have cost you 7 shillings and 6d to have four hooves shod at Bate-
man’s during the first few years of the Second World War.

By 1908, Walter Lander had taken over the cobblers shop in ‘The New Buildings’. It is re-
membered nostalgically by villagers as ‘an Aladdin’s cave’, stacked with every description
of boots and shoes, spare parts for cycles, drums of carbide for carriage and cycle lamps,
horse harnesses, rolls of leather. Walter often worked late into the evening at his last with a
mouth full of sprigs (nails) deftly driven home with the edge of a rasp. No one went without
for the want of a shilling.”* “Aach! Yu begga’! I've swalla’ed a tack!” was often heard.
Walter Lander could be seen striding purposefully down Main Street every Sunday night go-
ing to Evensong, dressed in his best hat, bow tie and spats, swinging his cane.

On one occasion, Walter Lander consulted Henry Hall, a poultry farmer, on the problem af-
fecting his ducks who were falling over. It soon became apparent that the ducks were drunk,
having consumed the liquor spilt in the yard after straining some home made wine.

Adjacent to Bullers’, on the site now
occupied by Nos. 83 and 85 Main
Street (41) was the joinery and under-
taker business belonging to the Coo-
per family during the 1940s.

In 1920, Thomas Lewis set up his ga-
rage and workshop in the village (42).
From here, he ran an omnibus service
between 1925/7-1945, allowing
greater access to Nottingham, Newark

B A .. .
* Cobbler il —
4 Albert Lodder, East Bridgford and Kneeton Village Magazine April 1984 Thomas Lewis’s garage from the air in 1964
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and the surrounding villages for work, school and pleasure. In 1945 a single fare to Notting-
ham cost eight pence, alternatively you could buy a weekly return ticket to Nottingham for
five shillings. On returning from the war, his son took over the business (along with his un-
cle) which never failed to keep cars, lawn mowers and farm machinery running until it
closed in 1976. The garage also served as the village petrol station. Acting as a taxi service,
private contracts for Social Services and transporting children from Kneeton to school were
continued by Tom’s wife, Diana until 1982.

Brickyard Lane

The brickyard of Brickyard Lane had been worked out and planted as an orchard by 1880
(44). As well as clay, it was also a source of satin-spar gypsum. There is some ambiguity
regarding the date that gypsum was last extracted from the site.

Satin-spar gypsum had been an important
raw material in the village during the nine-
teenth century. The satin-spar gypsum of
East Bridgford was much prized as the
crystals were exceptionally long, up to 15
cms. Besides being fashioned into beads, it
was also ground down and used to make
plaster floors. The beds of satin-spar lie
about 8—10 metres below the ground sur-
face in seams up to 10 metres wide. They
were formed in horizontal crevices within
the marl layer. The long fibrous crystals

- -

grow from the calcium sulphate dissolved Reg Wilkinson and Jack Higgs, the last village
in the ground water. gypsum miners, were photographed in the 1920s
in the yard above the site of the brickyard.

In addition to the Brickyard area, Bill Widdison can remember gypsum pits on the sites of
Walnut Tree Grove, the old Medical Centre, College Street and Browns Lane. The East
Bridgford crystals were exceptionally long. According to A Du Boulay Hill, a sample is
kept at the Natural History Museum. Today, bands of satin-spar gypsum are visible in the
cliff adjacent to The Trent Weir.

Reg Wilkinson continued to extract gypsum until the early 1930s. Sheila Johnson, his
daughter can just remember taking tea to her father working his last bell pit in Bullers field,
at the southern end of College Street. Reg Wilkinson was also the village roadman, respon-
sible for maintaining the roads and verges of the parish.

Brunts Lane (30) was the short lived base of Robert Moss, whose entry in Kelly’s Directory’
of 1928 reads ‘general and motor engineer, coal merchant, haulage contractor and furniture
remover, contracts for any distance undertaken’. By 1932, Robert Slater had taken over the
coal merchant business but is also remembered as a man to give a gent a neat haircut.

3 Kelly’s Directory
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College Street

Some businesses linger fondly in the memories of
many villagers. One such was Savage’s shop (45).
A little building on the east side of College Street,
opposite the entrance to Butt Field was the home of
Savage’s sweet shop, renowned for its ice cream. In
1926 Mr Walter Savage decided to turn a garden
store, from which he sold seasonal fruit and vegeta-

T / ,
bles, into a sweet shop. As a market gardener, he =TI an - = l,!%}//é%;z;;y‘/.?!zr i,
. . 2/ gdas &
had little spare time and only opened from 6 pm to < R AT

e LR

8.30 pm daily and noon to 6 pm on Saturdays, holi-
days and during Feast Week.

The ice cream was hand churned by Walter Savage
and his mother at their house on Straws Lane, using
milk from Charlie Allwood’s farm. It was then
loaded onto a motor cycle and sidecar and driven to
the shop. The same vehicle was used to deliver the '
ice cream to Kneeton, Screveton and Car Colston.  Savage's sweet shop sketched in 1974
In a letter to the village magazine editors in 1984, shortly after it closed

Peter Richardson recalled how, as a child,

on hot Saturday afternoons he and his sib-
| lings would be sent from their Mulberry
Close farm to Savage’s Shop for a bowl of
ice cream for all the family and Bess the
dog ... “there has never been any ice
cream like it since.”

At the turn of the century, Oxford House
Farm was the home of the combined farm
and building business belonging to Joseph
Turner (46). Later, Bank House (47) be-
came the business base for the builder,
George Jackson, whose labourer was
noted for saying ‘put more mortar in, it’s
Saturday tomorrow’.

Browns Lane

Browns Lane formed another nucleus for
tradesmen. In 1901, the cordwain, Abra-
ham Morris had his cobblers shop adjacent
to today’s tennis courts, at the end of the




twitchel (48). In 1890, he built the workshop at the bottom of his garden for £26.  All the
shoes were hand-stitched. With no electricity, he worked by the light of a paraffin lamp
when the daylight faded. Later, his son, Reuben, took over the business. He had a customer
who regularly came all the way from Manchester for his shoes. Reuben was also known to
give weekly shaves on a Friday with his brother Tom acting as lather boy. He is remembered
variously for helping the elderly and bedridden and invented a secret ointment to cure ring-
worm! A man of many talents.

At the opposite end of the twitchel, facing Browns Lane, was the grocery and bakery busi-
ness of Robert Swanwick (49). He was succeeded first by his daughter, Henrietta and later
by John Olivant. A whole manner of goods could be purchased here from children’s cloth-
ing, flowers, foods and sweets to haberdashery. A small single storey building, adjacent to
the grocery shop was the home of a fish and chip shop (50) run by George Ellis ¢1930 before
he relocated to Haycroft Cottages. The building at one time or another also housed a barber’s
shop and a butchery.

Straws Lane

Housed in a building on the bend in Straws Lane
(51), was a smithy run by Thomas Straw, for
which he paid Magdalen College an annual rent
of £3. By 1917, Lodder is recorded as the ten-
ant, the rent having risen to £4 per annum for the
blacksmith shop, a shed and an acreage of one
rood and six perch. It served as the base for Bob
Marshall, the village sweep. He lost a leg in the
First World War. Bob was a familiar sight, hob-
bling along with his pony and barrow. In 1920
he charged two shillings to sweep a chimney but
was always quick to add that he got two shil-
lings and six pence if he was lucky!

The ‘Gawp Shop’ with its resident group of
‘senior citizens’ ensuring that nothing impor-
tant in the life of the village was overlooked.

The smithy later gained notoriety as the ‘Gawp Shop’, a place where a few elderly residents
would gather daily to smoke and while away the hours. So reliable was it as a means of
communication that villagers were known to send their postcards there! A variety hung on
the door for many a year.

Writing in the Village Magazine’, Jack Kemp had this to say ... ‘On Sunday morning a few
of Bob Marshall’s pals used to meet in the shed with the doors wide open ( so as not to miss
any young ladies passing by) and discuss the weather, birds, death and politics. Mr Denty
Crossland carried the Liberal banner, Fred Marshall and Walter Guy the Labour, Albert
Dickinson called them all out if he did not agree. Bob tried to keep order. It was said that
none of them voted at the General Election in 1950 because neither of the candidates would
promise a drink if they voted for him.’

5 East Bridgford and Kneeton Village Magazine January 1984
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