CHURCH and CHAPELS
The Parish Church in East Bridgford in the 20th Century
The area around the Memorial Cross in the comer of St. Peter's churchyard was chosen as
the venue for the East Bridgford Millennium celebrations on 3E' December 1999. The Rec
tor conducted a short service and the bells rang. The parish church was seen as the focal
point and the symbolic heart of the village. In many ways it is still thriving - the building is
in good structural condition and well looked after, congregations are better than average,
christenings, marriages, funerals still take place regularly and the finances are sound. The
main contention of this chapter is that the overriding reason for the continuing influence of
the parish church here is the personality, drive and dynamism of the various rectors, espe
cially at the beginning and end of the century.
The following pages do not claim to provide an exhaustive history of St Peter's in the 20"^
century. They are based almost entirely on the Parish magazines and the memories of some
parishioners. Inevitably, such selectivity and 'reading between the lines' involves my per
sonal judgements, so some of the chapter is written in the first person. Also, I have defined
the parish church as a social unit rather than just a building and tend to look at its influence
on the local community through the personalities of its rectors. However, I incorporate some
of the more general trends in the Church of England and some specific events that have im
pacted on the church such as the two world wars. Finally, because of personal interest and
because of the richness of writing and social detail of the earlier magazines, I have tended to
concentrate on the period up to 1950.

The interior of St Peters from a postcard of about 1910 with the gas lighting a
prominent feature.
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Arthur Du Boulay Hill 1898-1927
The year 1900 began two years into the rectorship of Rev. Hill. He was bom in Come&i
wall in 1850 and educated at Winchester
M
College and Magdalen College, Oxford. To
my knowledge he was married with a daugh^f
ter. As well as inaugurating the East Bridgford Parish Magazine, he -wrote at least two
histories. The first was of his previous par•
ish of Downton in Wiltshire, and the second
^wy
the history of East Bridgford'. He was a
member of the Thoroton Society and a
scholar of some repute. The impression I have received from reading his comments and de
scriptions in the magazines is of a cultured, well-educated man who was, above all, a brillieint communicator of the written word; a social commentator who understood history, poli
tics and current affairs; an energetic and dynamic man with a desire to initiate new technol
ogy and new ideas; a leader and organiser who could also be rather opinionated; a devout
and paternalistic man who cared about his parishioners. I shall attempt to provide evidence
for these initial impressions. Other topics discussed will be the role of the church during
World War I, the church and its changing relationship with the school, and some of the
changes in the C of E at a national level that had an impact on St Peter's Church.
The East Bridgford Parish magazines that cover the first quarter of the century are a fascinat
ing account of social life in the village and are packed with the rector's own views and opin
ions as well as reports on activities of church groups, clubs and social events. I don't know
what Revd. Hill's sermons were like but his written style was fluent, simple, vivid and beau
tifully expressed. In the early years of the 20"^ century. East Bridgford was an agricultural
village and the majority of parishioners would probably not have had the opportunity of trav
elling any distance. Revd. Hill would write letters, published in the magazine, from his holi
day destinations. The two most endearing were from Cornwall and from the South of France
(where he was convalescing). The first, written in the summer of 1904, painted a quaintly
colourful picture full of sentimentality, the second I find interesting because it was written in
1912 and gives a frisson of events that happened a few years later. It described the view
from his house at Carquerianne where he was watching 6 large ('dreadnought') battleships in
the bay at Toulon. 1 have reproduced the first letter in full to give an idea of Revd. Hill's
powers of eommunication:Dear Friends,
We are spending part of our holiday at Newiyn, a quaint old-world fishing village in Corn
wall, about 10 miles from Land's End. Below us is the harbour full of the boats of the fish
ing fleet, while far round to the east and south stretches the curve of the beautiful Mount's
Bay running out to the Lizard Point 27 miles away, where a brilliant light flashes from the
light-house every 3 seconds all night long. Out in the bay rises the grey cone of St. Mi
chael's Mount crowned with a castle and church. Newiyn is a favourite spot for artists, who
' East Bridgford, Notts. The story of an English Village. Oxford University Press. 1932
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form quite a colony here, and whose pictures of the life and incidents of the fisher folk, or
the scenery of the wild Cornish moorland, are well known. Most of the streets here are
much too rough or steep for bicycles. Scarlet and pink geraniums, magnolias and many
other plants climb over the houses, blue and pink hydrangeas escalonias, and palms flourish
in the mild and balmy climate, though the high ground is bare and treeless from the contin
ual Atlantic winds. Nowhere else in England can one see such magnificent coast scenery.
For more than twenty years my home was in this county, and I love it.
We had a beautiful sight yesterday, when the combined squadrons of the Home and
Channel fleets steamed into Mount's Bay. We sighted them on the horizon at 6 p.m. and in
an hour's time they were brought to anchor in the bay below us. At a signal from the Admi
ral the anchors were let go and we could hear the rattle of the chains, so near were they to
land, as the 48 great battleships and cruisers came to a standstill in nine lines and in beautiful
order. At night the fleet was lighted up and signals were flashing from one ship to another,
making another very pretty sight. These new sights and experiences add a great deal to the
enjoyment of a holiday, but we shall be glad to be at home again on the 12th of August.
Faithfully yours,
A. D. Hill

Whilst Revd. Hill was on these holidays his place was taken by a number of visiting clergy.
I wonder what the parishioners made of the Rev. R.J. Welwood from the Church of the Holy
Spirit, Brooklyn, New York, and his daughter who resided at the Rectory in August 1909?
He seemed to have enjoyed his visit.
As well as the humanity in Revd. Hill's communicative powers there was, also, a large ele
ment of didacticism. He saw it his work to educate his parishioners and explain current
events to them. His history of East Bridgford was published in the magazines in serial form
for all to read. His explanation of the reasons for the outbreak of World War I read like a
contemporary textbook. He explained in simple language the problems and possible reper
cussions of the proposed disestablishment and dis-endowment of the Church in Wales, e.g.
how this was the tip of the iceberg and could have financial consequences for the whole of
the Church of England.
"
a bill which will divert money from religion to other purposes and inflict a cruel
injustice on the unity and organisation of the church "
Incidentally, this Bill led to a protest by over 1000 people congregating in Bingham town
square.
In October 1905, the centenary celebration of the Battle of Trafalgar inspired him to preach a
sermon explaining the event and using the theme of 'duty'. "The popular indifference to re
ligion is only a part of general indifference to all except the necessity of the moment and the
amusement of the hour
He always attempted to exhort or explain in simple direct terms.
Below is an extract from a sermon about one of the major evils of the 19'*^ and 20'^ centu
ries: - drink.
''The new love of amusement may be guided into a new brightness of life which is bet
ter than the old dullness which led to such evils as drink
And the tendency to
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