EDUCATION and SCHOOLS
Introduction
The earliest reference to a school in East Bridgford is contained in Du Boulay Hill's book
'East Bridgford - The Story of an English Village', where he mentions that, 'between 1792
and 1827 the Rectory was let by the Rev. Thomas Beaumont, curate in charge for the non
resident Rector, the Rev. Peter Broughton, to a Miss Beach as a private school for girls.'
The first National School was built in 1829 on glebe land on the north side of the church
yard. The boys entered from Trent Lane and the girls through the churchyard.
The current St. Peter's Church of England School was built on a site known as Howet's Or
chard on Kneeton Road, which was given by Magdalen College, Oxford, in 1863. It
opened on January 4**^ 1864 and has provided continuous education in the village for nearly
150 years.
When it opened the Master in charge was a Mr. James Gill and 26 boys and 17 girls were
admitted. At first there were virtually two schools; the boys and girls were taught sepa
rately and this continued until 1878 when the classes became mixed.
Over the years the increase in the village population and the proximity of RAF Newton
(1936 - 1996) has enabled the village to retain its school, whereas the schools at Kneeton
and Shelford both closed because of decreasing numbers.
The 20"^ century was a time of great change in education and was a continual challenge for
both children and teachers. The school was very fortunate in that during the century it only
had 5 Headteachers and the continuity experienced enabled any changes to be integrated
smoothly.
Information for this chapter has been obtained from the school logbooks, village maga
zines, The Rev. Du Boulay Hill's book on East Bridgford and interviews with ex pupils
and teachers.
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Henry Goldston 1885-1923

The 20"^ century was ushered in with Henry Goldston as
Headmaster at St. Peters. Mr. Goldston had been appointed as head in 1885 and remained in charge until

^

It was during his period of office that education became free, the School Managers making
this decision on January 6'^ 1902. An earlier entry in the School Log Book indicated that
fees were Is 7d per week per child - a not insignificant amount in those days. It is obvious
that there was a commitment for children to attend school and the parents of a Frank Holmes
were fined 5 shillings for irregular attendance. Forster's 1870 Education Act had attempted
to address the subject of school fees, but the widespread idea amongst the general public that
elementary education was free was far from the truth. In 1891 parents were given the right
to demand free education but fees were not entirely abolished until 1918.
Entries in the School Log Book in the early 20"^ century make interesting reading and pro
vide an historical snapshot of life at that time. In 1902 it was reported that the schoolyard
was well rolled which greatly added to the comfort of the children at playtime and the fol
lowing year the school acquired a piano which was a considerable improvement on the har
monium which had been previously used.
Children had to be disciplined, as they still have to be to-day although the methods of deal
ing with disobedient pupils have changed somewhat. Mr. Goldston reports that a certain
Mark Curtis had to be punished for writing a note to Florence Hunt, a girl in the same stan
dard. He gave him four cuts with a small stick and placed him in a corner. Mr. Goldston
then talked to him about lying as he had first denied having written it, whereupon the boy
became impudent. "I tried to put him across my knee, but as he struggled and tried to kick
my shins I laid him across the desk and gave him three cuts on his seat. " At choir practice
that evening Mr. Goldston was assaulted by the boy's father at the chancel door. An officer
was sent for and Mr. Curtis summoned. On receiving the summons a cross summons was
taken out for 'beating the boy.' The case was heard at Bingham a week later. Result: Curtis
was fined 10 shillings for assault as he had borne a good character hitherto and the cross
summons was dismissed. Mr. Goldston hoped that the result of the case would have a
'salutary effect on the villagers.'
Empire Day was always celebrated during the early years of the last century and on May 24'^
1905 a short address was given to the children on the meaning and extent of the British Em
pire. The children were exhorted to do their duties faithfully as worthy citizens of this great
Empire.
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Girls seemed to take a pride in their appearance and although it was against school rules
quite often used to attend with their hair done up in rags. This caused fnction between par
ents and staff even though the children were attempting to make themselves smart for a
'Concert' or 'The Band of Hope Tea.'
It was the Headmaster's responsibility (as it still is) to monitor what was being taught in
each class and Mr. Goldston did not seem too impressed in 1904 with a Miss Garratt. He
wrote, ' / find that the lack of intelligence in standards 1 and 2 is due to unintelligent teach
ing. Miss Garratt had put a problem for standard 1 to work, which was impossible, as the
terms were contradictory. I then set a typical problem for each standard and after a time
asked the teacher to show them on the board and to my astonishment she worked each one
wrongly. The problems were quite simple only requiring two steps in subtraction, the num
bers not exceeding 20.'
Attendance at school was not always satisfactory during the early part of the century as boys,
especially, were quite often employed illegally by local farmers, particularly at Harvest
Time. The school was also closed on one afternoon so the children could pick blackberries.
Outbreaks of disease and fever were continually happening and children were requested to
stay at home rather than risk passing anything on to other pupils. Health was always a major
concem and in 1909 it is recorded that 3 dozen tooth brushes and 4 dozen packets of cam
phorated chalk were sold to the children, the Education Committee having provided them at
cost price.
Open fires and stoves provided heating, neither system being very effective because of the
heat loss due to high ceilings. It was impossible for children to work well when tempera-

A class photograph with Mr Goldston on the left, taken between 1900 and 1910 to judge by his
age. The school photographer continued to use an identical pose and position for class photographs
regularly for many years.
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