CLUBS, SOCIETIES and other GROUPS.
It is probably the sign of a vibrant and healthy community that there are people willing to
voluntarily give their time and energy to the organisation and running of Clubs, Societies
and other Groups for the benefit of others. If this is a valid measure of a lively community
then East Bridgford has certainly qualified throughout the century.
At the end of the century we can identify at least thirty voluntary organisations operating in
the village. In addition there have been other organisations that have existed for varying pe
riods during the century. Times and interests change and organisations come and go. For
example the Pig Club, the Poultry Club and the Patriotic Rabbit Club would today probably
have problems sustaining viable membership numbers given the paucity of Pig, Poultry and
Rabbit keepers now living in the village. It is also important to recognise that in addition to
the more formally organised clubs and societies the village has often had 'ad hoc' teams
playing darts, skittles, tug-of-war, table tennis, whist, cribbage and dominoes.
The details of the various organisations that follow have, in the main, been provided by
members of those organisations. We are indebted to them for the work they have undertaken
to put down on paper the story of their Club, Society or other Group. We should also like to
record, on behalf of the village, our appreciation and thanks to all the officers of all these or
ganisations, many of whom serve their organisation for year after year, for all they have con
tributed to making living in East Bridgford such an enjoyable and rewarding experience.
It is also considered important to pay tribute to those responsible for the provision of the fa
cilities used by so many other organisations. We could not sustain such a variety of activi
ties in our community without the use of Butt Close and its facilities, the W.I. Hut, the Meth
odist Chapel and most importantly the Village Hall. The latter was the subject of a concise
history written by Dr. Geoffrey Brooks "East Bridgford Village Hall - 100 years on" pub
lished in 1980. It is worth quoting verbatim the final sentence of this history "It is good to
think the spirit of voluntary service, started by the volunteers who built the original Hall, has
been maintained in East Bridgford and is as strong now as it was then. " As we progress
through the 21st century let us hope there will be sufficient volunteers coming forward to
support community activities for the enjoyment of future generations.
The order in which the organisations appear has no particular significance other than that
there has been an attempt to loosely group organisations by area of activity.

The Sports Club.
The Sports Club was founded in 1985 when the old wooden pavilion on Butt Close was in
need of replacement. The Bowls, Cricket and Football Clubs, through the leadership of
Hugh Francis, Albert Lodder and Fred Hunt, got together to raise sufficient funds for the
building of a modem brick constmcted pavilion. The Teimis Club only later joined the
Sports Club when the hard courts were constructed.
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With the active support of many other
villagers there were many fund raising

jacent area for 20 years from 24th
March 1989.

pg^ pavilion faces both the cricket field and, to
the left, the bowling green.

The aims of the Sports Club are to maintain and run the pavilion complex and the playing
fields for the benefit of the clubs using them and for the benefit of the whole community.
The use of the playing fields by St. Peters School is govemed by the terms of a Lease by
Nottinghamshire County Council (as freeholders and Education Authority) and East Bridgford Parish Council dated 10th August 1988.
The playing facilities have continued to be well used and supported and in 2000 the Village
Show was held for the first time in many years on the Playing Field and with fine weather
and a large attendance the day was an outstanding success.

Cricket Club.
In the Parish Magazine of June 1991 Albert Lodder wrote "It may not be generally known
that East Bridgford Cricket Club is without doubt the oldest organisation in the village after
the established Church of St Peter". A proud and justifiable claim as it is recorded in the
Nottingham Journal of 20th August 1814 that a cricket match had been played between East
Bridgford and Bingham on the previous Tuesday. The village won both innings, with famil
iar local names Foster, Curtis, Huskinson, Reddish, Bradwell, Wood and Whittaker in the
team.
The Club holds records going back to 1894 when the subscription was 2s.6d (12.5p). The
groundsman cum scorer was paid 9s.6d (47.5p) for the season and was cautioned "His work
must be done better next year". A player's subscription remained at 2s.6d until the outbreak
of World War in 1914; by 1929 it was 6s.0d and in 1946 was raised to 7s.6d. By 1991 it had
risen to £20.
The minutes of 1946 reflect on one of the issues of the period; "Teas. It was decided that the
Secretary write to Bingham Food Office for necessary permit for, Tea, Sugar and Fats.
Members to ask wives and Sisters to help in the preparation of these Teas, same to be held in
the Village Hall".
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Today the Cricket Club runs two teams; the Saturday team plays in the South Notts Villages
League and the Sunday team is in the Newark Alliance. The teams have the use, along with
other sports organisations, of the fine pavilion opened in 1989. The original cricket pavilion
was erected in 1906 and was in use until 1954 when a second pavilion was built, which
lasted until 1989. The first pavilion remained on Butt Close as a store until 2000 when it
was demolished. An interesting discovery when the building was demolished was four large
horseshoes covered with material. Presumably these belonged to the carthorse used to pull
the roller over the cricket square before modem technology was introduced to East Bridg
ford.

Football Club.
The origins of the Football Team are regrettably lost in the mists of time. It is thought a
team existed at the beginning of the twentieth century but unfortunately there are no longer
any Football Club records to be found. There are photographs of teams from the 1920's and
some of the older people can recall the team playing on the field that was then opposite
Hunt's coalyard on Kneeton Road, in the 1930's. Fred Hunt recollects the pitch being on the
opposite side of the A6097 in the first field to the right of the road to Newton in the years
immediately before WW2.
At the end of the war the school headmaster. Nelson Rhodes, took a firm grip on the running
and coaching of the team. Many of the players were returning servicemen who had attended
the school before the war. "Mr" Rhodes, who is reputed to have played at one time for Aston
Villa, only allowed players from the village in the team and in this way generated a strong
team spirit. What was lacking in skill was made up for by enthusiasm and by a fierce com
petition for places in the team. Fred Hunt was an outstanding player for many years and is
said to have taken every penalty for about ten years and never missed! It was in this period
that the pitch moved to Butt Close where there is an excellent playing surface and facilities,
which are amongst the best in the area.
The team has enjoyed successes over the years winning several trophies in the Notts Alli
ance League in the 1960's and 1970's and in 1988 were awarded the Sportsmanship Trophy
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