CELEBRATIONS and OCCASIONS
The year is 1900 and it is the start of a new century. The record does not say how the people
of East Bridgford celebrated this occasion. Almost certainly, if the subsequent early years of
the century are any guide, there would have been ringing of the church bells and a New Year
Tea. Perhaps not the high life by modem standards but life was different a hundred years
ago; expectations were lower.
^ hundred ^^^s later and^nothe^Millennium

Our methods of celebrating have changed over time. Tea was once the great draw that
brought people together with 'Teas' being the superior version where cakes and sandwiches
were also provided. The Parish Tea was held every New Year until the sixties when the oc
casion was 'adopted' by the Tennis Club and became a fund raising dinner dance. Games
and 'Entertainments' were on offer for an entry fee of 6d (2.5p) for tea & entertainment or
3d (1.25p) if the Tea was omitted. It is not until much later in the Century that the words
'coffee' or 'coffee moming' appear in the Parish magazine. Dances became more popular
later in the century after street lighting made it possible to hold events on nights other than
those with a full moon. Celebrating by ringing the Church bells is timeless.
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J. VIOB, Printer, Nottinebaxa.

Above: Even in the 19th century, teas were a popular entertainment. Here,
Harry Stokes, the Miller, is invited to the anniversary of the Temperance
Chapel (On College Street, now a private house).

The opportunities for a celebration in one form or another have been many and varied. This
chapter looks not only at those celebrations but also at other events and occasions that have
been noteworthy milestones in the life of the village. They are loosely grouped under the
following headings
Celebrations, The Church, Disasters, Fund Raising, Social, and General Interest
(Text in italics denotes a direct quolalion from the source material: usually the Parish magazine of the time)
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Celebrations
In 1900, there were three occasions for celebration.
• The relief of Mafeking on 19*^ May was celebrated with church bells and a church ser
vice on the following day.
• The harvest thanksgiving on 29*'' September which without modem machinery was an
occasion for serious thanks in the Church.
• Queen Victoria's SC birthday on the 24"' August which was marked by speeches and in
strumental music from the Misses Fox in the Temperance Hall (later to become the Vil
lage Hall).
The celebrants could not know, of course, that on the 23*" January 1901 the Queen would die
and that the Church bells, as so often through the Century, would be called into service; this
time with a tolling and in the evening a muffled peal. A memorial service was held the fol
lowing month.
In May 1901 the Boer War ended and a new flag was hoisted on the church flagpole. The
coronation of Edward Vll in August must have generated jollities but the record is silent
about the details.
A little more information is available for the King's death in May 1910 when a service was
held at 1.00 p.m.; the church was draped in black and the Dead March was played. There
was also the inevitable muffled peal of bells.
The bells were not always used to mark sad occasions, sometimes they were used in their
own right as an instrument. On 18"* October 1910 the Long Eaton ringers rang several
changes of different methods.
The death of the King meant that there was a new monarch to welcome and celebrate.
George V was crowned on 22"" June 1911. The village responded with enthusiasm. There
were sports, an oak tree was planted on Kneeton Road by Miss Fox and an anthem sung.
There was a pageant of historical characters by 120 performers wearing picturesque cos
tumes which produced a spectacular and instructive effect. Perhaps best of all, there was a
Meat Tea for all aged over 14 in the Temperance Hall and all under 14 were entertained at
the rectory.
A bonfire on Mill Field completed the day. The images below and on the next page show
some of the characters and the pageant report.

Various Groups in procession

Saxon Group
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Coronation Day, June 22nd, was announced by the Church bells ringing
•*. for the Celebration of Holy Communion at 7.30. At 11 a.m. a Special
Service was held, as authorized by the Archbishops for use on this day. The
words of the hymns used were written by Rev. H. Biddell, Vicar of S. Paul's,
Nottingham.
At 12 o'clock, an Oak tree was planted in Kueeton road, under the super
intendence of a Committee appointed for the purpose, the Rector, Mr. J.
Wilkinson and Mr. Gower Miss Fox performed the ceremony of the plant- •
ing and the National Anthem was sung.
At 1.80, a Pageant Procession, in which about 120 performers took part,
'started from the grounds of the Hall and proceeded to the lawn of W. A.
Hodges, Esq., J.P., where a grand parade before the Judges took place. The
Rector gave a descriptive comment on each group as it drew up, pointing out
the characters and subjects displayed, the local connection or tradition, and
the historical bearing of each upon the great event commemorated by this
day. The whole Pageant produced a spectacular and instructive effect of
. really remarkable excellence, with very great credit to its organizing com
mittee, Mrs. Hill, Mrs. Milward, Miss Fox and Miss Clough. The very
competent Judges pronounced their high estimation of the character of the
whole display, and with difficulty where they considered ail so good, gave the
following award :—
1. Sir John Caltoft, the 14th Century Knight whose effigy is in East
Bridgford Church ; 2, Pedlar woman; 3, King Ethelbert and Queen Bertha.
Children—Napoleon, National Anthem, Austria.
Special Mention—Saladin, Sairey Gamp, Hon. Mrs. Jarnieson, Colonel
Hacker, Thomas Swanwick, Royalist Trooper, Raisuli, St. George.
Best Group-EWzsheth. Fry and prisoners in Newgate. Mention must
• also be made of the Oddfellows, who appeared in their robes of oflBce of nearly
a hundred years ago, and the newly formed local detachment of Territorials.
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Pageant Report
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